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RIs in the Ukrainian context
The Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine adopted 
the “Roadmap on Ukraine’s integration into the 
European Research Area (ERA) until 2027” on 31 Dec 
2025.
The Roadmap clearly states the development of RIs 
among priorities, including:
• Development of a register of RIs in Ukraine
• Development of the RI Roadmap drawing on PSF 

Ukraine recommendations
• Development of a training programme and training of 

RI managers 
• Development of a map (landscaping ) of national RIs
• Promoting collaboration between Ukrainian RIs and 

European RIs
• Development of a regulatory framework to enable 

participation of Ukrainian RIs in ERICs

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine
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Definition of RIs: EU and Ukraine 
Закон про наукову і науково-технічну діяльність

(стаття 1):  

§ 9) дослідницька інфраструктура - сукупність засобів, 
ресурсів та пов’язаних з ними послуг, які
використовуються науковим співтовариством для 
проведення досліджень на найвищому рівні, що охоплює:

• найважливіші об’єкти наукового устаткування та 
обладнання або набори приладів,

• ресурси, що базуються на знаннях (колекції, архіви, 
депозитарії або банки даних наукової інформації),

• інфраструктуру, засновану на технології комунікацій
(грід, комп’ютери, програмне забезпечення і мережевий
зв’язок), 

• та інші структури унікального характеру. 

Дослідницькі інфраструктури можуть бути локально 
розташованими, віртуальними або розподіленими
(організована мережа ресурсів), державними або
приватними. Дослідницькі інфраструктури можуть входити
до міжнародних мереж.

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine

Article 2 (6) of the Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013 
establishing Horizon 2020 programme:

RI are facilities, resources and services that are used by 
the research communities to conduct research and 
foster innovation in their fields. They include: 

▪ major equipment or sets of instruments; 

▪ knowledge-based resources such as collections, 
archives and scientific data;

▪ e-infrastructures such as data and computing 
systems, 

▪ communication networks and any other 
infrastructure essential to achieve excellence in R&I; 

RIs may, where relevant, be used beyond research, for 
example for education or public services, and may be 
‘single sited’, ‘virtual’ or ‘distributed”.
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Types of RIs in Ukraine defined by the law

▪ Centres for shared use of scientific equipment (CSUSE), which are the closest to the EU 
definition of research infrastructures, yet they lack a common financial framework for both 
operations and upgrading (102 CSUSE in Ukraine at university and NASU levels).

▪ National research centres represent rather a status of an institution rather than a well-defined 
model of research infrastructure (14 centres in place).

▪ State key laboratories are strategic facilities for fundamental research (none have been formally 
established yet).

▪ Scientific facilities which are classified as national heritage are objects whose maintenance, 
preservation and development has some defined budgetary framework, but they lack clear 
regulation in terms of access or provision of services ( 147 facilities registered by the MESU).

The “State Targeted Programme for the Development of Research Infrastructures in Ukraine”  (not 
adopted due to war) was aimed to audit and systematise the RI landscape in Ukraine and connect it to 
EU/ESFRI.

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine
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RIFF is set to develop the first Roadmap of RIs for Ukraine 

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine

1Developing 
a Roadmap

1. Landscaping of RIs across six domains in line 
with the ESFRI classification

2. Open Call as part of the landscaping to gather 
interest from existing and future RIs to be 
considered for the Roadmap, but also:
▪ document the damage to RIs
▪ gather information on gaps, needs and potential 

of RIs in Ukraine 
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How does the final RI Landscaping look like?

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine

RI Landscaping 
Report

Part I 
Domain landscaping 
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Cross-domain assessment 
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What is an Open Call?
Adapted from the EU practice, it is a way to gather expressions of interest from 
current and future RIs across the six ESFRI domains n Ukraine to be considered for 
the Roadmap.

Who can apply?
Research groups and research institutions in Ukraine interested in development 
and/or upgrade of RIs of national and international relevance.
▪Existing or potential RIs that comply with the European and Ukrainian legal 

definitions of RIs are eligible to apply.  

When to apply?
Call to be launched in March 2026 to last until July.
▪ Info-webinars will be organised to support the applicants in March and May 

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine
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Why apply to Open Call under RIFF?

▪ Getting the opportunity to be included in Ukraine’s RI 
Roadmap developed under RIFF

▪ Gain visibility at national level and the EU level 
▪ Communicate on your needs and gaps, incl. the war damage, 

and potential to engage with the European peers  
▪ Results of the Open Call feed into other RIFF activities and 

provide opportunity to connect with European RI through:
▪ thematic summits
▪ summers schools
▪ study visits
▪ training for RI managers

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine
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What information to provide for the Open Call?

Application form (self-assessment form) which includes information on :

▪ current scientific capacity (e.g., scientific results achieved, researchers’ competencies, 
available equipment and technical capabilities) 

▪ scientific potential in relation to field of science the RI operate in (as per ESFRI domain): 
competitiveness of scientific results and expected impact of RI (socio-economic and 
scientific development)

▪ relevance for the national, EU / global context and alignment with strategic R&I 
directions / priorities at national, incl. reconstruction and EU integration needs ; 

▪ RI users and strategies for engagement with broader scientific community, business, 
non-governmental sector and other actors

▪ gaps in available human resources, equipment, expertise, data

▪ damage caused by the war (estimates in EUR across several categories of equipment)

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine
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Your feedback on the self-assessment form 

How:

▪ Access the form online via the link to provide your feedback directly in the document 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tw0GIsW8fJ5NQtIRCMxeinlnFyVjI1KxQZ2CC6mLSsM/edit?us
p=sharing

▪ Speak up and provide comments during the discussion now

We would like to get your feedback on:

▪ Are the questions clear to you? 
▪ Which sections of the form are not clear and why?

▪ What are the aspects that are missing from the form now?
▪ Any regulatory /administrative aspects that should be taken into account and are not there?

▪ How can we ensure that the leadership of your institution is aware and on board with your 
engagement in the Open Call? (letter of support, other types of involvement?) 

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tw0GIsW8fJ5NQtIRCMxeinlnFyVjI1KxQZ2CC6mLSsM/edit?usp=sharing
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Questions ?
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Provide your 
feedback on the Info 
Day 

Research Infrastructures for the Future of Ukraine



Thank you!
www.riff.muni.cz
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