Report on the InfoDay in Kyiv, 16-th February 2026.

The Information Day carried out in Kyiv on the February 16 has ended the information
campaign of the RIFF project. It was organized by the National Academy of Science of
Ukraine supported by project coordinator Masaryk University and project partners from
EFIS, INESC and University of Milano-Bicocca as speakers.

The event has been carried out in a hybrid online and offline format and engaged over 100
participants 60 of which joined online. They represented research institutions of the NASU,
MESU, NFRU, universities both state subordination and non-state, mainly from the central
regions of Ukraine as well as private companies.

The main goal of the InfoDay was awareness rising of the RIFF major milestones,
prospective and it’s further steps that require active participation of Ukrainian research
community.

The event was moderated by Maryna Gorokhovatska, Scientific manager, Department of
Science Management Presidium of the NASU a member of the RIFF project team from
NASU.

At the beginning welcome words on behalf of the NASU president Prof. Anatoly
Zagorodny was delivered to participants. It has been stressed on the importance high-
experienced representatives of research centers and policy lab among European project
partners who are completely involved in the process of Research Infrastructure
development. Also the expectation has been underlined that the planned RIFF activities
would be important steps for establishing and enhancing strong links with certain national
and even Pan-European Research Infrastructures.

MESU representative Zoya Petrenko, Head of the Expert Group on Research and Critical
Infrastructure, Directorate for Science Development informed about the recent policy
measures that are necessary for development and improvement of the legal basis
harmonised in some way with those of EU legislation and regulations. Particularly she
mentioned the approving the Roadmap for Ukraine’s integration into the European Research
Area for period to 2027, and respective Action Plan. These steps would facilitate efforts
taking out by the research and high education communities.

NASU representative Serhii Kovalenko presented the current state-of-art of RI
components based at the NASU research institutes as they are defined in the Law of Ukraine
on Scientific and S&T activity. He put attention particularly on the point that significant
part of them is under exploitation for more than 10-15 years, and the large part has been
damaged or even destroyed. Nevertheless, NASU researchers manage to continue their
professional activity. Essential assistance for this was the recent donation of high-expensed
equipment from well-known manufacturers as Carl Zeiss, Analytic Jena and Bruker
Corporation in form of humanitarian aid.

RIFF coordinator Ondrej Hradil (Masaryk University) presented the project explaining
the paths and different activities for chosen target groups including educational and training
programme, study visits etc. He turned attention to the possibilities for connection capable
Ukrainian institutions in ESFRI domains with national and Pan-European Rls. At the end he
also outlined that all the measures would serve as background to develop the national
Roadmap.



Manuel Maria Bual (INESC) as RIFF partner emphasized in his presentation the
importance of creation a national research infrastructure roadmap and informed in details
the different approaches taking by Norway, Portugal and Czech Republic. These scenarios
(A, B, C and their combinations) depend, he noted, on the R&D system in each country and
role of research community. He explained that establishing any research infrastructure from
the very beginning is a quite long way that takes usually up to 5 years till it reaches
implementation phase. Anyway the starting point would be mapping of existing national Rls
and defining their maturity by special procedure.

EMMRI graduate Iulia Mukha, Senior Researcher of the Pysarjevsky Institute for
Physical Chemistry of the NASU presented the analysis of current situation in Ukrainian
RI’s environment including legal base and existing facilities compared with EU frame of
governance and best practices. Based on the acquired knowledge from EMMRI programme
she proposed her vision on EU-Ukraine Research Infrastructures collaboration and
mentioned the strategic tasks, challenges, and possible future directions of collaboration.

RIFF partner Enrico Guarini (University of Milano-Bicocca) presented the various
types of educational and training activities as further measures of RIFF for preparing the
personal who would deal with organizational and managing aspects for established research
infrastructures in Ukraine. He informed that University of Milano-Bicocca is high-
experienced in such programmes and already carried out the similar one within EURIZON
project of H 2020. Among the EMMRI students there were also Ukrainians who gained the
knowledge and would be ready for their activities on a national level.

The grantee of NFRU call-2024 “Infrastructures for advanced research” Volodymyr
Dzhagan, Head of Department, V. Lashkaryov Institute of Semiconductor Physics of the
NASU presented his experience of implementation Infrastructure NFRU project ,,Creation
of the State key laboratory "Centre of critical optoelectronic micro- /nano-technologies and
expertise". This project embraces both research and organisational activities as workshops,
session at topical conferences, dissemination results and educational activities, working on
improving legal framework. Besides it allows to establish and enhance international
collaboration and submit proposal for appropriate Horizon Europe call.

The last presenter Lyudmyla Tautiyeva (EFIS Centre), RIFF project partner, came with
presentation “RI Definition and Opportunities for RIs under RIFF”. She concentrated on the
RIFF project advantages and the practical aspects of participation, including the RIFF
competition which would be announced in March 2026. The speaker demonstrated the RIFF
application form as a self-assessment experience and explained step by step what
information should be provided and how each section should be properly completed. Her
presentation followed by questions and discussion on the application form, its questions,
and the expected responses from the Ukrainian scientific community. The application form
is under finalizing and would be disseminated in the nearest month.

During the coffee-break and the formal end of the event participants widely used the
opportunity for networking, establishing new contacts and discussing the possible forms of
cooperation.



